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Educational Research
Factors that influence Teacher’s Ability to Implement Interpersonal Social skill acquisition during independent curriculum versus Academic Curriculum among students with intellectual disabilities in Saudi Arabia
Students living with disabilities in Saudi Arabia have for a long time faced numerous problems especially with the manner in which they interact with others and the entire community in general. Interpersonal social skills is an important consideration where an individual is evaluated by their response to the various needs that the social background possess. The importance of having a basic understanding of the concepts needed for proper interpersonal relations will also relate to the psychological underpinning of the individual (Alsairi, 2017). In Saudi Arabia, the lack of interpersonal skills is apparent especially in the manner in which people relate at the educational level. The practice of Islam in Saudi Arabia makes it difficult for individual members of the society, especially women to freely express themselves (Agran et al., 2017). At the conceptual level of learning, the lack of the ability to have interpersonal communication with other will inhibit or slow down the process of learning.
The specific circumstances inform the importance of evaluating the factors that influence a teacher's ability to deliver on their mandate that Saudi Arabia operates by as discussed on the study. For instance, the teaching fraternity has to assess the content they are going to offer to their students. Students with disabilities require special attention especially in relation to how they cope in the school environment (Alsairi, 2017). In the independent curriculum, learning interpersonal skills and activities requires one to find the company of others. Often, the available members are those of the student’s family and friends. Choosing to support the learning activity in relation to the improvement of interpersonal skills helps those involved to have the necessary confidence to handle different factors of engagement (Durlak et al., 2011). Besides, it is essential to mention the fact that young learners will adequately respond well to different learning environments based on the current practices. If the Arabian culture allows for the involvement of strict rules in learning, then students seem to have slower progress compared to those in institutes that offer free education.
Part 2: Definitions 
Interpersonal Skills 
    Interpersonal skills refer to those skills innately held by a person that help in their relationship with the people they live with, conduct business or socialize with. Interpersonal skills do not only refer to the manner in which different people relate or speak; the manner in which they pass on their message matters in the evaluation (Schmidt-Fajlik, 2013). For instance, an individual with mental incapability will not usually comprehend the conversations that other people have. To have proper interpersonal skills in education, it is essential for the tutor to ensure that everything they are taking consideration of the learner’s mental condition. In Saudi Arabia, there has been a lack of research with regards to interpersonal skills in learners. The solution lies in the orientation and exposure of learners to other educational contexts from around the world (AAIDD, 2010). 
Social Withdrawal
Social withdrawal is the act by which learning individuals find it difficult to interact with others in the learning space (Young & Snead, 2017). In Saudi Arabia, the traditional culture where persons with mental disability are not catered for makes it hard for them to interact with others and therefore learning is distracted (AAIDD, 2010). As a conservative Muslim country, Saudi Araba needs an overhaul of the social and educational setting where those with special needs are considered for their situation in learning.
Intellectual Disabilities
    Intellectual disabilities are mental conditions where the individual experiences delays in their cognitive abilities. According to the AAIDD (2010), the term refers to a disability aspect normally characterized by low adaptive behaviors and intellectual functioning covering individual practical and social skills. In the learning environment, the individual might often be seen keeping his own company and avoiding any advances to include them in the learning circles (Van der Muelen, 2018). Intellectual disabilities slow down interpersonal skills development, and if immediate attention is not sought, the individual may have terminal delays in their learning process.
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